Special Report

Niroomand’s “Academic Visits” to Purdue and LSU
An Investigative Series on CoB Faculty Travel

This Special Report uncovers two more “Academic Visits” made by CoB Associate Dean
Farhang Niroomand. These visits occurred in August of 2004, with the first being to
LSU in Baton Rouge.
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This first trip was a 3-day stay “with friends” in Baton Rouge that still managed to cost
USM more than $100 in meals.
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The rest of the trip consisted of about $140 in travel expenses, and $16 in phone calls, as
the screen below indicates. This trip cost USM about $260 total, and, of course, Mark
Klinedinst (then Chair/Professor of Economics) was happy to oblige (see below):
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This trip required the use of three of Niroomand’s pots of money.




The second “Academic Visit” detailed here is Niroomand’s journey (by car) to Purdue
University in West Lafayette, Indiana.
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This one was a four day affair, wherein Niroomand again “stayed with friends.” He still
managed to rack up $131.50 in meal expenses.
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As mentioned above, Niroomand made the 1,600 mile journey by car, which is
reminiscent of Klinedinst’s 2,400 mile marathon by car to New York City in the late
1990s (see usmpride.com). “Mike @ Pro Travel” appears to have inserted himself into
this 2004 trip by Niroomand. Someone cut Niroomand’s travel expense almost in half.
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This trip came to a total of $458, and again Klinedinst picked up the tab. This trip also
used three of Niroomand’s pots of money.
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These two “academic visits” consumed about $720 in USM funds, roughly equivalent to
one CoB professor’s annual travel allowance. In Niroomand’s case, $720 hardly
scratches the surface.



